[Chronic encephalopathy in patients with sex-linked agammaglobulinemia].
The clinical and neuroradiological findings of two patients with X-linked agammaglobulinemia, who developed a chronic encephalopathy, are presented. The main neurological manifestations in both patients were: progressive spastic tetraparesis, cortico-subcortical type of dementia and seizures. No infectious agent was identified in either patient. A systematic review of the clinical findings of 37 patients reported in the literature with X-linked agammaglobulinemia and chronic encephalopathy allows the distinction of two subgroups of patients according to their form of presentation (acute or insidious). In each subgroup there are significant clinical differences. The clinical-neuroradiological similarities between this complication and the ones derived from the vertically transmitted form of the human immunodeficiency virus are pointed out. Finally, emphasis is made on the need for CSF viral cultures on patients with X-linked agammaglobulinemia as soon as a neurological complication is suspected.